V22468 Table clock

c. 1803
h 31, w 17, d 10.5

Signed on upper dial 'JANVIER. No. 355'

On lower dial 'Janvier'

On back plate 'JANVIER'

By Antide Janvier, Paris

This clock was called a 'Pendule d'audience' or interview clock. The production of such a clock was prompted by the 'Declaration de droits de l'homme' of the French Revolution. This declaration gave every French citizen the right to an audience with his representative and this resulted in a stampede of requests. In order to ease the pressure on the representatives each interview was limited to ten minutes. These ten minutes were clearly visible on the 'Pendule d'audience' both to the representative and the citizen.

The mahogany case stands on four brass setting screws. In the front two brass lions lie underneath two emailed dials. The upper dial denotes the minutes (0-9, divided in 120). The hours (I-XII, divided in 120) are indicated in the aperture right above the centre. The metal thermometer of the lower dial shows the temperature probably in degrees Réaumur (-18 to 38, divided per degree and with descriptions of the temperature, like 'Chaleur d'Eté'). 

The spring-driven movement has a going train with five wheels. Duration is eight days. The steel pendulum with brass bob regulates the steel anchor dead beat escapement via a crutch. 

Janvier, Antide

Antide Janvier (1751-1835) was born in Brive near St. Claude in the Jura and was educated by his father, a farmer with horology as a hobby. From the age of 12 Janvier was taught by Abbé Tournier. Janvier made his first globe with gearing just three years later and it donated to the Academy des Arts et Belles-Lettres in Beçanson. In around 1770 he established a workshop in Beçanson, but also worked in St. Claude and Monez. In 1775 Janvier went to Verdun to run a horology school. In 1874 he was summoned to Paris by king Louis XVI to work in the Louvre and became one of France's most skilled clock and planetarium makers. Janvier adapted quickly after the revolution and in the period from 1794 to 1802 produced some 500 clocks. In 1803 Janvier moved to the old Collège des Quatre Nations on the left bank of the Seine, where he had his workshop and school (although the latter had only one or two pupils a year). His lifestyle led to bankruptcy in 1810 and although business recovered somewhat after the restoration in 1825 he died in poor conditions. 
Hans Hooijmaijers, July 2005
